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Saskatchewan 


COVID-19: Nine deaths reported at Regina 
long-term care home 


It took Saskatchewan more than four months to log its first 1,000 cases of COVID- 
19 and just four days to log its most recent grim milestone. 
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This undated handout electron microscope image made available by the U.S. National Institutes of Health in February 2020 
shows the novel ccronavirus SARS-CoV-2, yellow, emerging from the surface of cells, blue/pink, cultured in the lab from a sample 
isolated from a patient in the U.S. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A COVID-19 outbreak at a Regina long-term care home has infected more than 150 people and resulted 
in the deaths of nine residents, making it the most deadly Saskatchewan has seen since the pandemic 
began. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Minister Responsible for Seniors Everett Hindley said on Monday that as of Dec. 6, 94 residents and 53 
staff at Parkside Extendicare in Regina are actively infected with COVID-19. 


The company said nine residents have died. 


“We will continue to do all we can to protect our team and our residents. Our hearts are with our 
community and those who have lost loved ones to this virus during this immensely challenging time,” a 
spokesperson wrote in a prepared statement.. 


The facility is one of the largest long-term care homes in the province, with 228 beds. An outbreak was 
first declared there on Nov. 20. 


Thirteen residents and nine ctaff whoa tected nacitive far COVTITN-10 have reeavered reeavered 
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Extendicare said it is working with the Saskatchewan Health Authority to transfer 25 residents who do 
not have COVID-19 to Pioneer Village in Regina. 


“Residents undergoing transfer are confirmed negative. The determination of transfer safety for each 
resident is based on the advice of the SHA to ensure the move does not negatively impact a resident’s 
health condition,” the statement noted. 


SEIU-West President Barb Cape said some of the union’s members at the facility are pulling 12- or 16- 
hour shifts to fill in for staff. She spoke to one staff member who was pleading for any kind of staffing 
assistance that could be provided, she said. 


“T hear in her voice that sort of desperation I never want to hear from a health care worker.” 


Opposition critic for seniors Matt Love argued that the government should have invested earlier in long- 
term care and instead chose to “roll the dice with the status quo.” 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


The province has reported that more than 30 long-term care homes have seen staff or residents test 
positive since mid-November. Seven residents of Luther Special Care Home in Saskatoon who tested 
positive are reported to have died since Nov. 19. 


Another Saskatchewan resident who tested positive had also died as of Monday. 


The deceased was a resident from the Regina zone in their 60s, according to a government release. They 
are the 60th person with COVID-19 to die in Saskatchewan since March. 
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The tally does not appear to include all the most recent deaths reported in long-term care homes in 
Saskatoon and Regina. 


Saskatchewan also reported 274 new cases of the virus, bringing the known total of active cases to 4,736. 


More than 60 per cent of the 10,412 recorded cases of COVID-19 since March were reported in the last 
month, illustrating just how fast the second wave of the pandemic has hit the province. 


Using population estimates from the 2019 census, that suggests nearly one in every 109 
Saskatchewan residents has tested positive since March. 


It took Saskatchewan more than four months to log its first 1.000 cases of COVID-19 in the spring and 
summer, and just four days to add 1,158 cases between Dec. 2 and Dec. 6. 


The province currently has the third-highest rate of active known COVID-19 cases per capita, trailing 
neighbours Manitoba and Alberta. Saskatchewan has reported an average of 264 new infections daily for 


the past week, or 21.8 new cases for every 100,000 residents. 


The majority of the cases reported Monday were in the Regina (80), Saskatoon (72), North Central (28) 
and North West (26) zones of the province. 


— With Leader-Post files from Arthur White-Crummey 
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